
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 9th, 2026 

The Honorable John Cornyn 

517 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

 

The Honorable Ted Cruz  

167 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Cornyn and Senator Cruz,  

I am writing today to express serious concerns regarding the recent markup of the KIDS Act by the 

House Energy and Commerce Committee, particularly the version of the Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) 

included in the bill. 

The House version of KOSA is considerably weaker than the Senate version. It removes the duty of care 

to prevent online harm to children. It replaces it with broad preemption language that prevents states 

from enforcing any laws that conflict with federal provisions. Specifically: 

"(a) IN GENERAL.—No State, or political subdivision of a State, may prescribe, maintain, 

enforce, or continue in effect any law, rule, regulation, requirement, standard, or other provision 

having the force and effect of law if such law, rule, regulation, requirement, standard, or other 

provision conflicts with the provisions of this subtitle. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in subsection (a) may be construed to preempt the 

applicability of any of the following: (1) Any law of a State with respect to trespass, contract, tort, 

or product liability. (2) Any statutory law that creates a remedy or penalty for criminal conduct. 

(3) Any law of general applicability of a State with respect to consumer protection." 

These exceptions preserve certain ongoing parental lawsuits, but they confine state legal actions to 

narrow categories and block broader protections currently provided by states. The states must keep the 

ability to enact new laws. 

The Senate version takes a fundamentally different approach. It includes a duty of care to protect 

children online and contains preemption language that respects states' rights. 

"The provisions of this Act shall preempt any State law, rule, or regulation only to the extent that 

such State law, rule, or regulation conflicts with a provision of this Act. Nothing in this Act shall 

be construed to prohibit a State from enacting a law, rule, or regulation that provides greater 

protection to minors than the protection provided by the provisions of this Act." 



This language is crucial. The online landscape evolves rapidly, and states must retain the flexibility to 

respond. Thirty-eight state Attorneys General have supported the Senate version of KOSA because it 

includes a duty of care and allows states to provide stronger protections for children. 

I urge you to support legislation that includes a duty of care and balanced preemption language, such as 

the Senate version of KOSA, to ensure that states retain the ability to protect children online effectively. 

Thank you for your time, consideration, and leadership. 

Respectfully, 

 

Shelby Slawson, HD 59  

 

 

 

Daniel Alders, HD 6 

 

Jeff Barry, HD 29 

 

Cecil Bell, Jr., HD 3 

 

Keith Bell, HD 4 

 

Brad Buckley, HD 54 

 

Ben Bumgarner, HD 63  

 

Briscoe Cain, HD 128  

 

 

Giovanni Capriglione,  HD  98 

 

David Cook, HD 96 

 

Philip Cortez, HD 117 

 

Charles Cunningham, HD 127 

 

Pat Curry, HD 56 

 

Drew Darby, HD 72 

 

Mano DeAyala, HD 133 

 
Mark Dorazio, HD 122  

 

Paul Dyson, HD 14 

 

Caroline Fairly, HD 87 

 

Josey Garcia, HD 124 



 

Linda Garcia, HD 107 

 

Cassie Garcia Hernandez, HD 
115 

 

Mary Gonzalez, HD 75 

 

Ryan Guillen, HD 31 

 

Sam  Harless, HD 126 

 

Caroline Harris Davilla, HD 52 

 

Hillary Hickland, HD 55 

 

Janis Holt, HD 18  

 

Lacey Hull, HD 138  

 

Carrie Isaac, HD 73 

 

Helen Kerwin, HD 58  

 

Ken King, HD 88 

 

Stan Kitzman, HD 85  

 

Marc LaHood, HD 121 

 

Suleman Lalani, HD 76 

 

Stan Lambert, HD  71 

 

 

Jeff Leach, HD 67 

 

Terri Leo-Wilson, HD 23  

 

Mitch Little, HD 65 

 

Janie Lopez ,  HD 37 

 

Shelley Luther, HD 62 

 

Christian Manuel,  HD 22 

 
Don McLaughlin, HD 80 

 

Joe Moody, HD 78 

 

Eddie Morales, HD 74 

 

Sergio Munoz, HD 36 

 

Candy Noble, HD 89  

 

Mike Olcott, HD 60  

 

Tom Oliverson, HD 130 



 

Claudia Ordaz, HD 79 

 

Angelia Orr, HD 13  

 

Jared Patterson, HD 106  

 

Katrina Pierson, HD 33  

 

Keresa Richardson, HD 61 

 

Alan Schoolcraft, HD 44   

 

Matt Shaheen, HD 66 

 

Joanne Shofner, HD 11  

 

John Smithee, HD 86 

 

Valoree Swanson, HD 150  

 

Carl Tepper, HD 84  

 

 

Steve Toth, HD 15  

 

Ellen Troxclair, HD 19  

 

Cody Vasut, HD 25  

 

Wes Virdell, HD 53  

 

Trey Wharton, HD 1

 



 

 


