
November 10, 2025

Michael Kratsios
Director
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy
Executive Office of the President
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20504

Howard Lutnick 
Secretary
Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Kratsios and Mr. Lutnick,

As American families face soaring electricity bills caused by the Trump Administration’s 
sweetheart deals with Big Tech companies, we write to demand information about the failure of 
the Administration to prevent consumers from being forced to subsidize the cost of data centers 
— costs compounded by the Administration’s reckless abandonment and assault on new, clean 
energy sources.

Since his second inauguration, President Trump has cozied up to Meta, Google, Oracle, 
OpenAI, and other Big Tech companies, fast-tracking and pushing for the buildout of power-
hungry data centers across the country. The power demands of these new data centers are 
staggering and unprecedented: for example, Meta’s new data centers, promoted during the 
President’s dinner with tech executives, will consume up to 5 gigawatts each: the equivalent to 
nearly four million homes.1 National power consumption from data centers is projected to rise 
from around 5% to 12% within three years and adding to fears of more blackouts on burdened 
grids.2 The Office of Science and Technology Policy itself has conceded that “technological 

1 “…10 gigawatts worth of custom chips, whose power consumption is roughly equivalent to the needs of more than
8 million U.S. households…” “OpenAI taps Broadcom to build its first AI processor in latest chip deal.” Reuters. 
https://www.reuters.com/business/openai-taps-broadcom-build-its-first-ai-processor-latest-chip-deal-2025-10-13/
2 “AI Data Centers Are Sending Power Bills Soaring.” Bloomberg. https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-ai-
data-centers-electricity-prices/
“Memories of deadly winter blackouts haunt the Texas data center boom.” Washington Post. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/08/07/texas-law-data-centers-power-grid/
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advancements of AI are increasing pressures on the grid.”3 While the Administration has gestured
at eventually adding some more power sources and improving grid infrastructure, it has failed to 
keep up with increasing demand. As a result, everyday Americans are already being forced into 
bidding wars with trillion-dollar companies to keep the lights on at home. 

As electricity demand has increased, the Trump Administration has supercharged this 
cost-of-living crisis by making it harder to increase and diversify sources of household electricity
sources. President Trump has hiked tariffs on critical energy infrastructure, expanded liquified 
natural gas exports that could push natural gas prices up by 30% by 2050,4 and undermined 
energy assistance programs that millions of families rely on. In addition, President Trump’s 
attacks on wind and solar — the cheapest and fastest-to-deploy energy sources — through 
imposing burdensome regulatory requirements and revoking tax credits are driving up costs and 
prolonging timelines for deployment.

During repeated, lofty announcements alongside Mark Zuckerberg, Sam Altman, Larry 
Ellison, and other executives, the Trump Administration has already failed to prevent those new 
data centers from driving up electricity prices from a surge of new commercial demand. Despite 
President Trump’s promises to lower Americans’ bills, since January, families have seen the 
average price of household energy climb by ten percent.5 In the Mid-Atlantic region, which hosts
the highest concentration of data centers in the country, residential retail rates are projected to 
further increase between 30% and 60% in the next five years.6 Similarly, data centers have 
become increasing burdens on water supplies, especially in rural locations, as they use water to 
cool servers and facilities.7 These sharp increases can have a devastating impact on consumers 
who must make significant sacrifices just to keep the lights on. As one Ohio retiree put it, “I can 
adjust the thermostat to save money — I freeze in the winter and roast in the summer.” 8 

Americans should not be expected to bankroll Big Tech’s infrastructure through excessive
electricity bills and threats to their water supplies. Given the significant and rising utility bills 

3 “Winning The Race America’s AI Action Plan” 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Americas-AI-Action-Plan.pdf
4 “Statement from U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer M. Granholm
on Updated Final Analyses.” Department of Energy.  https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/Statement
%20from%20U.S.%20Secretary%20of%20Energy%20Jennifer%20M.%20Granholm%20on%20Updated%20Final
%20Analyses_12.17.2024.pdf
5 Dharna Noor, “Trump tariffs and green energy rollbacks push household electricity bills up 10%,” August 19, 
2025, https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/19/electricity-bills-increase-trump 
6 “Power costs soar in PJM region as data center demand spikes.” Reuters. 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/power-costs-soar-pjm-region-data-center-demand-spikes-2025-08-07/
7 “Thirsty for power and water, AI-crunching data centers sprout across the West.” Bill Lane Center for the 
American West at Stanford University. https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2025/thirsty-for-power-and-water-ai-
crunching-data-centers-sprout-across-the-west/
“Data centers are booming. But there are big energy and environmental risks.” NPR. 
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/14/nx-s1-5565147/google-ai-data-centers-growth-environment-electricity
8 Daniel Oberhaus, How AI Could Be Raising Your Energy Bill, Harvard Magazine (July-August 2025), 
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/07/harvard-ai-increasing-energy-costs. 
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facing American households, we request answers to the following questions by November 21, 
2025:

1.) What steps has the Office of Science and Technology Policy and the Department of 
Commerce taken to measure the cost and burden to American households from increasing
electricity rates and water supply use due to the buildout of new data centers promoted by
the Trump Administration?

2.) What legal arrangements has the Trump Administration made with Big Tech companies 
to ensure that new data centers are not increasing electricity rates right now or increasing 
risks of blackouts, instead of waiting for future increases in electricity supply and 
upgrades to grid infrastructure?

3.) What legal arrangements has the Trump Administration made with Big Tech companies 
to ensure that new data centers are not imposing burdens or creating environment or 
health risks to water supplies?

4.) Please provide a list of all companies that the Trump Administration has coordinated with
on the buildout of new data centers, the locations of those data centers, and the estimated 
power and water usage of each data center.

5.) What national coordination has the Trump Administration taken to ensure that states and 
municipalities are aware of, and able to respond to, local regional increases in demand for
electricity and water supplies due to data center build outs. 

6.) What steps is the Trump Administration and its partners in the artificial intelligence and 
cryptocurrency industries taking to compensate American households for drastic 
increases in their utility bills?

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator



Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator

 


