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June 17, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

We write to you to express our support for President Trump’s FY2026 budget request which
“does not fund the development of the National Museum of the American Latino (NMAL).

As you may know, this Museum was authorized in the massive omnibus spending bill of 2020.
While the Museum does not yet have a building to house its exhibits, it does maintain a
permanent exhibition in the National Museum of American History in Washington, DC
(Presente! A Latino History of the United States) as well as a website with online exhibits
(www.latino.si.edu). Smithsonian leadership, however, has been trying to get Congress to
authorize a permanent site in the Washington Mall for the Museum.

Sadly, this Museum is being used to present to the public a culturally Marxist depiction of the
experiences of Hispanics in America. The Museum’s flagship exhibit, in fact, proposes that the
history of Americans of Hispanic origin should be reduced to a “struggle for justice” to achieve a
mostly Leftist agenda “on labor, education access, fair housing, and more recently, immigration
and justice reform, LGBT rights...”. Accordingly, Hispanics are pervasively portrayed as an
oppressed people and their Spanish heritage and Christian roots ignored or disparaged.

As you may expect, the leaders of the Museum are almost entirely Leftist activists. The recently
hired top curator of the Museum Tey Marianna Nunn is a controversial anti-Western scholar
which has focused her work in, among other things, “Chicano critical theory” and the
“decolonization” of museums. And the Museum’s most recent Scholarly Advisory Committee
was almost completely controlled by woke professors and researchers that specialize in LatinX,
gender and queer theory.

We also agree with the Administration’s intention of returning “the Smithsonian to the integrated
approach previously used to share the collections throughout the Institution that chronicle Latino
history and culture,” and which was led by the Smithsonian Latino Center (SLC). Moreover, as
the Administration’s budget request makes patently clear, the reestablished SLC should focus
exclusively in highlighting the contributions of Hispanics to our shared history, economy,
culture, and armed forces, and not on promoting ideology or grievances.


http://www.latino.si.edu

We are confident that you would agree with us that taxpayer money should not be wasted to fund

a museum that manipulates the Hispanic community of our country to advance an extreme,

un-American ideology. We, therefore, respectfully request that you ensure that Congress defund

the Museum and return the Smithsonian to the SLC structure that previously existed.
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